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As thousands marched through many of Europe’s major cities on 
April 23, French voters were preparing to cast their votes in the first 
round of the Presidential elections. And, the following day, it was 
announced that the National Front of Jean-Marie Le Pen had 
gathered in an unprecedented 14 per cent of the vote on a platform of 
naked and unashamed racism. 

There could have been no better demonstration of the need for 
initiatives such as that taken by anti-racists across the continent only 
the day before, because there is little doubt that the far right in other 
European countries will be watching closely and learning and taking 
heart from the successes that their ‘comrades’ in France are 
currently enjoying. 

But the ripples go even further afield; addressing a press 
conference in London only the day before the AFA march through the 
capital. Lenny Zeskind from the Centre for Democratic Renewal in 
the United States (formerly the National Anti Klan network), drew 
attention to the impact that Le Pen’s growth is having across the 
Atlantic, where, for example, the Populist Party of the Centre for 
Historical Review’s anti-semitic chief Willis Carto, is consciously 
modelling more and more of its public activity on the prototype being 
developed in France, as it prepares itself for an intervention in the 
forthcoming US presidential elections. The potential is there — it has 
already been calculated that Carto’s Spotlight newspaper sells more 
copies in some farmbelt areas of the mid-west than the Wall Street 
Journal sells in New York. 

But there is resistance. This month is the anniversary of Maurice 
Ludmer, Searchlight’s editor until 1981 when he died long before his 
time. A fervent internationalist all his life, who understood the 
international character of fascism and saw clearly the need for anti- 
racists in different countries to link up and combine their efforts, he 
would undoubtedly have taken heart from the reports which rolled in 
to the Searchlight office after the weekend of April 23. In Berlin, 
London, Paris, Stockholm, Copenhagen and many other European 
cities, thousands marched against the policies and activities of the far 
right. It will take more, we all know, than such marches to rock the 
racists back on their heels, but it is at least a start and one from which 
we can go forward with considerable optimism. 
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NAZI FINGERPRINTS ON 
MIDLANDS ‘BLACK TERRORISM’ 


Several bombs have been planted in 
the Wolverhampton area since the 
death in Febraury 1987 of a young 
Wolverhampton black man. Clinton 
McCurbin was asphyxiated while 
being arrested by two constables 
on suspicion of a credit card fraud. 
The first bomb exploded a month 
after McCurbin’s death at 
Wolverhampton Civic Centre. Four 
months later a bomb was attached 
to a stolen car left outside a local 
police station. 

By November a third bomb had been left 
in a car, but was safely defused. A number 
of local Labour Councillors, including a 
black person, have suffered attacks on their 
homes including broken windows. 

Each time an attack has taken place, 
responsibility has been claimed by a group 
calling itself either the Black Liberation 
Front or the Black Action Front. 
Spokesmen for the group say these attacks 
are a response to the police repression of 
the black community. 

Early last month an attempt was made to 
lure police officers to a booby trapped car. 
Police discovered the car, rigged up with a 
time bomb, after receiving an anonymous 
telephone call claiming to be from the 
Black Liberation Front. Fortunately 
explosives experts were able to immobilise 
the bomb with only a few minutes to spare. 

Detective Superintendent Ken Cook, 
who is heading a 30-strong team of 
detctives investigating the attacks, has an 
open mind as to who may really be behind 
them. He told the press: “It is important to 
keep an open mind. Although the man who 


Maybe the Superintendent has already 
been going through some of Special 
Branch’s old files from the Midlands area 
from the mid-1960s. If not, he might like to 
look at the case of two bomb attacks aimed 
at provoking serious racial conflict in the 
area at that time. 

On one night in 1966 two bombs were 
placed with the aim of giving the 
appearance that black militants had 
declared war on the white population of the 
Midlands and one of their hard line 
parliamentary representatives. The first 
bomb exploded in the doorway of the then 
Tory MP for Smethwick, Peter Griffiths, 
the man who had been declared “a 
parliamentary leper” by some of his fellow 
MPs. He had been elected in a bitter 
campaign in which the Tories were accused 
of using the slogan: “If you want a nigger for 
a neighbour, vote Labour”. Griffiths was 
away from home that night and was 
uninjured. 

The second bomb was placed on the leg 
of an electricity pylon carrying the main 
supply to the Longbridge motor works in 
Birmingham. The charge failed to bring the 
pylon down, only damaging the part of the 
pylon it was attached to. 

The members of Column 88 who had 
planted the bombs had intended to kill or 
wound Griffiths and then have the morning 
shift of the Longbridge car works left in the 
streets because there was no power supply 
to the production lines. The story was 
already being spread overnight that the 
bombings were the work of black militants. 

Certainly the black community in the 
Midlands seems to have no knowledge of 
the current so-called black revolutionary 
group. But because of the intrigues 
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presently going on between the NF’s 
political soldiers and a miniscule section of 
black activists, anything is possible. 


Is it the end of the 
road for John Tyndall? 


John Tyndall’s British National 
Party is showing every sign of being 
an organisation on the verge of 
extinction. 

A wave of recent defections to the ranks 
of Joe Pearce and Ian Anderson’s ‘Flag’ 
group of the National Front have now 
decimated his party in one of the few areas 
where he could still boast some residual 
local strength. The desertions have 
happened in Yorkshire and have been led 
by ex-schoolteacher Stanley Clayton 
Garnett, one of Tyndall’s prize catches in 
recent years and an individual who has 
successfully used his position as a former 
headmaster to spearhead a_ highly 
publicised local assault on multiracial 
education in the north of England. 

His departure, with the core of local 
activists in the Bradford and Leeds area, is 
a body blow to Tyndall, who now has no 
real local units worthy of the name left 
except that run in south London by his 
sycophantic lieutenant Richard Edmonds. 
But Edmonds himself may be a less zealous 
nazi proselytiser than in the past, having 
just lost another job at Cable and Wireless 
after his involvement with the revisionist 
hate sheet Holocaust News was written up a 
few weeks ago in the Sunday Times. 

Tyndall’s fortunes did receive a small 
boost in recent months when he was 
reconciled with his wife Valerie Parker, 
who had thrown him out of their Hove 
home a couple of years before. His 
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John Tyndall (left): is he leading the BNP into obscurity? 
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keenness to be reunited with her was, 
needless to say, wholly unrelated to the fact 
that her father, Charles Parker, had for 
years been one of the BNP’s main financial 
backers but had cut off his largesse when 
Tyndall’s behaviour became too much for 
Parker’s daughter. 

But the financial crisis into which the 
BNP has effectively been plunged as 
Tyndall was regularly upstaged by the NF 
in the years since he waltzed out claiming 
that only he could save British nazism, 
cannot be staved off — if anything the signs 
are that it is becoming more acute. The 
latest issue of Spearhead, Tyndall’s 
personal magazine but now the only 
effective voice of the BNP, has appeared in 
a particularly tatty form. The only area of 
growing support for Tyndall appears to be 
Colin Jordan’s regular contribution to 
Spearhead’s columns. 

Tyndall is reacting to all this in 
predictable form, announcing a series of 
marches around the country to try to 
enthuse the faithful, stem the tide of 
defections by demonstrating that he is still 
some sort of force on the far right, and raise 
money. Unfortunately it may be that the 
party has already bled too much to be 
rescued by such a move, which did 
temporarily stave off collapse three years 
ago. The coming months may well bring 
with them the undignified spectacle of John 
Tyndall, the man who would be fihrer, 
signing on at his local dole office. 


GREENWICH 
ATTACKS UP 250% 


Police and community leaders are 
to hold urgent talks in Greenwich 
following an ‘alarming rise’ in racist 
violence. 

Figures produced by the local Action 
Committee against Racial Attacks reveal 
that reported cases of racist attacks have 
more than doubled during the past year. 

Listing some of the attacks, Action 
Committee spokesman Dave Barrah told 
how one terrified Asian shopkeeper had 
barricaded his family inside his shop when 
it was beseiged by a mob of racists 
threatening to kill his 8-month-old 
daughter. 

Mr Barrah himself was a victim of the 
racists earlier when his car was burnt out by 
them on the Cardwell estate in Woolwich. 

Talking to reporters, he said that on 
some estates in the borough “families are 
terrified and are living a nightmare”. 

“Ultra-right wing groups like the 
National Front and British National Party 
are also to blame for stirring up race hate”, 
said Mr Barrah. 


‘Ivan the Terrible’ guilty 


John Demjanjuk, who earned the title ‘Ivan 
the Terrible’ for his barbaric acts as a camp 
guard at Treblinka, was found guilty of war 
crimes by a court in Israel last month and 
sentenced to death. 

Stripped of his US citizenship and 
deported to Israel in 1986, Demjanjuk was 
eventually convicted after a trial lasting 
over twelve months during which former 
inmates of the nazi death camp gave 
harrowing evidence that he had tortured 
and beaten to death his victims and had been 
responsible for operating the gas chambers 
in which over 750,000 people died in the 
years 1942 and 1943. 

In convicting him, the three Israeli judges 
delivered a lengthy 400 page judgement 
which systematically demolished the alibi 
evidence Demjanjuk had put forward, in 
particular finding that an identification 
card, which indicated that he had trained as 
an SS guard at the notorious Trawniki 
training centre, was genuine and not, as he 
claimed, a Soviet forgery. 

Part of the indictment against him stated 
that he had “stabbed victims in various parts 
of their bodies, tore pieces of flesh from 
their limbs and injured them with great 
force’. Many of the allegations made 
against him by camp eye witnesses were 
incorporated by the judges into their 
judgement, which was read aloud in court 
for twelve hours before the guilty verdict 
was finally announced. 

Although Demjanjuk faced the death 
penalty for the crimes of which he was 
convicted, it was widely believed before 
sentence was announced a week later that he 
was unlikely to be executed. The only 
individual ever to have been executed in 
Israel was Adolf Eichmann, who stood trial 
in 1962 after being kidnapped from his bolt 
hole in South America. His primary role in 
directing the attempted genocide of the 
Jewish people by the nazi regime underlay 


Above: Demjanjuk remonstrates with an 
accusing witness at his trial. Top right: the ID 
card showing he trained as a camp guard. 


the decision to execute him, and it was 
widely felt in Israel that the death penalty in 
other cases would detract from the 
particular significance of his role in the 
holocaust. 


Hate sheet leads to attacks 


Last month saw a marked stepping 
up of anti-semitic incidents with 
attacks on Jewish people and 
property in both London and 
Manchester. 


Currently police are making enquiries 
into several of the attacks and, in one case, 
have put a local synagogue under 
surveillance. 

This action, in Loughton in Essex, 
follows the delivery of a copy of the anti- 
Jewish hate-sheet, Holocaust News, to the 
synagogue and the flyposting of the 
building with stickers bearing the slogan 
‘Love the White Race’. 

It is highly likely that the people 
responsible for flyposting were the same 
people as distribute Holocaust News: the 
virulent anti-semitic and _ distinctly 
unlovable British National Party, led by 
John Tyndall. 

In other incidents, anti-semitic louts 
have: 


@ desecrated graves in the Jewish 
cemetery in East London’s Manor Park 
@ daubed ‘We hate Jews’ across the entry 
to the Coventry Road synagogue in Ilford 
@ blitzed the Holders Hill area of Hendon 
with anti-Jewish and other racist graffiti. 

In the last case, the wave of slogan 
painting is the third in the area, which has 
many Jewish residents, in 15 months. 

As well as nazi National Front slogans, 
the daubings on buildings and vehicles 
included such choice items as swastikas and 
the words ‘F... off Jews and niggers’. 

In Manchester too a Jewish resident has 
accused NF nazis of daubing her home. Mrs 
Betty Frais was shocked to find her front 
door painted with the words: “Get out you 
Jewish bastard”. 

According to Mrs Frais, police admitted 
that “there was a lot of anti-semitic activity 
in the area at the moment”. 

The latest incident is the second time that 
anti-semites have vandalised Mrs Frais’s 
home. 


WAR CRIMINALS 
EVIDENCE WANTED 


It is alleged that some war criminals 
responsible for genocide, murder or 
manslaughter in Germany or German occupied 
territories during the Second World War are in 
the UK. Others with British nationality may be 
living elsewhere in the world. The names of 
some suspects have already been sent to the 
Home Office. 

The Home Secretary has set up an 
independent inquiry to investigate these 
serious allegations, to interview people who 
have information to offer and to advise whether 
there is sufficient evidence to justify the 
prosecution of the alleged offenders. The 
Inquiry is being carried out by Sir Thomas 
Hetherington, former Director of Public 
Prosecutions in England and Wales, and Mr 
William Chalmers, former Crown Agent in 
Scotland. 

If you have any information that you think 
may be relevant — or if you know of anyone in 
the UK or overseas who you think may have 
such information — please contact the Inquiry. 
Please write to: 


THE SECRETARY 
WAR CRIMES INQUIRY, 50 QUEEN ANNES GATE 
LONDON SW1H 9AT 


Synagogue bricked 


A fascist who smashed synagogue 
windows was caught red-handed by 
police. 

Ian Smith, aged 22, an office cleaner of 
Fitzroy Street, Euston, London, was 
arrested after he hurled bricks at the 
doors and windows of the Progressive 
and Liberal synagogue in London’s West 
End. 

In court, Smith, who was carrying a 
copy of a nazi NF newspaper, admitted 
that he had also attacked the synagogue 
the night before police caught him and 
that on previous occasions he had 
daubed the building. 

Claiming to have been angered by 
television coverage of events in Israel, 
Smith was said by his lawyer to have 
believed he “should do something about it 
by attacking the synagogue”. 

Pleading guilty to two charges of 
criminal damage, he was jailed for two 
months suspended for two years and 
ordered to pay £500 compensation. 


Green light 
for Devon 
Orangemen 


Exeter anti-fascists are stepping up 
their campaign to prevent their city 
from becoming a magnet to fascists 
and Ulster Loyalist extremists in 
July when the 300th anniversary of 
William of Orange’s landing in 
Devon will be commemorated. 

Amazingly, the Exeter City Council is 
paying £60,000 for a whole series of events 
to “celebrate” the occasion. 

The Council’s plans include a flower 
festival, pageants and a variety of church 
services. 

However, the Orange Order has other, 
more sinister plans, to turn the whole affair 
into an orgy of Loyalism. In this, they will 
find the nazis of the National Front not far 
behind ... probably at the head of a 
motley assortment of violent sectarian 
hoodlums. 

True to form, the NF’s organiser in 
Devon is making blood-curdling promises 
to bus in supporters from all over the UK. 
Early reports suggest that the fascists will 
mount very heavy activity in Scotland and 
Merseyside in a bid to mobilise large 
squads of thugs. 

The NF has a violent track record in the 
south-west. Two years ago, Fronters and 
Loyalist extremists went on a_ horrific 
rampage in Bridgewater at a 
demonstration organised by the so-called 
‘British Friends of Ulster’. 

AFA has already produced an 
informative pamphlet highlighting the 
danger that the historical commemoration 
will be firmly linked to the current 
explosive situation in Northern Ireland. 

Unfortunately, Exeter Labour leader 
Chester Long has chosen to turn a deaf ear 
to the argument that the council could be 
offering fascism a £60,000 free gift and has 
denounced opponents of the scheme as 
“headbangers” and “stupid bastards”. 


BIRMINGHAM 
NF VIOLENCE 


A West Indian woman’s home was badly 
damaged and property was taken during 
a racist raid on a Birmingham council 
house. 

Mrs Angela Jones, who looks after 
elderly people at a nursing home, came 
back from visiting a friend to find that 
her house had been burgled and daubed 
with nazi National Front graffiti. 

She also discovered that the hooligans 
had poured bleach on her bed and 
wrecked other property, causing 
hundreds of pounds worth of damage. 

Police have taken the raid seriously 
and have questioned a man in his 20s. A 
police spokesman later described the 
vandalism as “an appalling racist 
smear”. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ FLOWER POT MAN 


An unemployed Epsom youth who threw a flower 
pot through an Asian shopkeeper’s window told 
police he didn’t like foreigners taking over. Sean 
Randall, of West Ewell, admitted that he had a 
problem controlling his temper and that he 
needed medical advice. He denied he was racist 
and said he had a Pakistani doctor. Randall was 
fined £150 with £45 costs. 
(New Life 18.3.88) 


@ SPORTS HERO VICTIMISED 


The family of top hockey star Imran Sherwani 
have been subjected to a year of vicious racial 
attacks. 

Imran’s aunt’s Stoke-on-Trent home was set on 
fire at the start of March in a suspected arson 
attack. Nisar Sherwani, Imran’s brother, said: 

“Over the past 12 months we have had bricks 
and bottles through the windows and an airgun 
fired at the shop, causing £1,000 worth of damage. 

“I believe the attacks have been racially 
motivated’’. 

Imran was named men’s Hockey Player of the 
Year last year. 

(New Life 18.3.88) 


@ SECOND ARSON ATTACK 


An Asian family in Bolton has suffered their 
second arson attack in eight months. 

Mr Kunverji Kerai, his wife Purbai, and sons 
Natwarlal, 14, and Kantilal, 17, were at a 
celebration at their local Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
branch when the arsonists struck. The house was 
gutted and the family left with nothing but the 
clothes they stood up in. In the previous attack 
paraffin was poured through the letterbox and set 
on fire. A crowd of angry Asian residents gathered 
outside the Kerais’ house after the latest outrage. 

Kantilal said: 

“As far as we are concerned this is racist. 
Somebody does not like us’. 

Police and forensic experts were investigating 
the fire. 

(New Life 4.3.88) 


Birmingham NF on the march last year. 


@ BREACH OF THE PEACE 


A Blackpool man was accused of putting up 
National Front posters in Lord Street, Fleetwood. 
John Steven Olivine, 20, of Louise Street, denied 
flyposting, but admitted behaviour likely to cause 
a breach of the peace. He was bound over in the 
sum of £100 to keep the peace for two years by 
Fleetwood magistrates. 
(West Lancashire Evening Telegraph 5.3.88) 


@ SHAME ON GLASGOW COUNCIL 


Glasgow district council has denied that there is a 
problem of racial harassment on its housing 
estates. This is despite clear evidence from 
Strathclyde community relations council, who 
have recorded several incidents in detail. 

Mr Behan Khan, 70, and his family, were 
moved from their home by the council at the start 
of February for renovations to take place. They 
were offered a temporary flat in Broomloan 
Court, Ibrox, but even before they moved in 
neighbours taunted them. Mr Khan said he was 
worried for his family so asked for alternative 
accommodation. The council gave them a house in 
Hardridge Road, Pollok, but on the first day a 
gang gathered outside and shouted racial abuse 
and threats. Mr Khan decided the risk was too 
great and told the council he couldn’t take the 
house. 

Now Mr Khan and his wife Bhadur (both 
disabled), together with their pregnant daughter 
Khanum and son Nabib, are back in their original 
home. The house is freezing, and full of 
scaffolding and rubbish from the builders. The 
heating and lighting are switched off. 

While the Khan family huddle together in one 
room to try and keep warm, Glasgow council 
hides its head in the sand and pretends there is no 
problem. How much longer will they ignore the 
problem of racial harassment on their housing 
estates? 

(New Life 18.3.88) 


@ ROCKINGHAM GANG SENTENCED 


Four youths from the Rockingham Estate in’ 
Southwark, London, have been sentenced for 
taking part in a vicious gang attack on an Asian 
youth. Up to 14 thugs attacked Rajah Miah, 18, in 
an attack last July. They fled with £25 when 
Rajah’s father appeared. 

Bernard Ayree, 19, Fabian McDermott, 17, 
Keith Wilson, 19, and John Rockington, 18, were 
all found guilty and sentenced to two years youth 
custody. 

(New Life 11.3.88) 


HILL 


STREET 
NEWS 


Ray Hill, co-author of The Other 


Face of Terror and _ long-time 
Searchlight mole inside the far 
right, has agreed to contribute a 
regular column in which, as he 
travels around the country, he will 
be lifting up a few rocks and 
reporting for our readers on what 
crawls out from underneath. 


Bad beer and even worse 
company 
I had to pop down to London in late March 
and decided to visit the country’s best 
known nazi watering hole, the Blade Bone 
pub in Bethnal Green, East London. It’s 
amazing what even the slightest disguise 
can do for you. I spent nearly an hour in 
there rubbing shoulders’ with old 
Mosleyites, several National Fronters and, 
after a while, Dave Etteridge of the British 
National Party. Searchlight readers will 
remember him as being the BNP candidate 
when they hired the John Scurr school in 
the East End for an election rally and 
proceeded to viciously assault protesting 
teachers, parents and others who had come 
along to demonstrate against the nazis’ 
presense in a multi-racial school. 
Etteridge was full of himself, boasting 
how he was fooling various local libraries, 
schools and council departments by posing 
as one Hannah Moss, BA, Chair of the 
fictitious East London Historical Society. 
He was showing anybody who was 
prepared to give him two minutes of their 


time a letter with the forged Hannah Moss 
signature that was accompanying give- 
away copies of Holocaust News all over the 
area. The letter purports to be from a group 
of local historians who claim that they have 
received Holocaust News from the South 
London based Centre for Historical 
Review, in other words, Etteridge’s BNP 
mate Richard Edmonds, and states that 
while they consider the publication to be 
controversial, people might be interested in 
reading it for its historical interest. 

The address at the top of the letter is a 
box number that is as phoney as the society 
itself, but it was no great mental feat to 
trace it to Etteridge at his address in Delta 
House, Delta Street, London E2. 

The other main topic of conversation in 
the pub concerned the acquittal of Dave 
Thomas, a young thug from Newham and a 
leading light in the Anderson-Wingfield NF 
faction, on charges relating to the breaking 
of Patrick Harrington’s arm in the very 
same pub last year. Still, young Mr 
Harrington was probably cheered up by the 
news that it is his turn to be chairman of the 
cadre committee of the political soldier 
wing of the NF. It’s not that my old pal 
Derek Holland hasn’t been doing a grand 
job, after all I can’t remember any stage in 
British right wing political history where 
they were on such good terms with Colonel 
Gaddaffi and the Ayatollah Khomeini. 
Still, the Americans once had a president 
who couldn’t chew gum and walk without 
falling over — now the Front has a boss who 
can’t open his mouth in an East London 
pub without breaking an arm. 


Dave Etteridge of the BNP and (right) his latest effort to push Holocaust News. 
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RING’ is an action group, lets meke 88 a year of action, 


Ring circuit: John Peacock invites Euro-nazis 
to get together. 


One of my former nazi comrades in 
Leicester BNP popped an invite in the post 
to me so that I could attend the first British 
gathering of the Euro-Ring. There’s no rest 
these days for John Peacock. Only a few 
weeks ago he crawled in at the bottom of 
the poll in a local council by-election with a 
puny 77 votes. Now overnight he has 
become the British contact for the Ring. 

The Ring, which sounds sinisterly like 
Colin Jordan’s North European Ring of the 
1950s, claims to be “an action group which 
wishes to make 1988 a year of action”. 
Peacock sent invitations to leaders of 
nationalist and national socialist groups as 
well as nationalist propagandists. The star 
attraction was Werner van Steen, the new 
nazi boss in Belgium. Steen’s star has been 
in the ascendant in Belgium in the last year, 
where he toppled Bert Ericksson from the 
leadership of the notorious paramilitary 
group, VMO. Steen appears to favour a 
much more vigorous anti-immigrant line 
than his predecessor. Both men _ have 
served terms in prison. Just before van 
Steen took over the VMO, which he has 
now renamed the Odal Group, he was with 
Ericksson and Luc Vermeulen in the village 
of Lommel in Belgium to hold a 
commemoration service for the Flemish 
nazis who died fighting with Hitler’s SS in 
the Second World War. 

Peacock appears to think his new 
European allies might just be the crew to 
sort me out. True to form, John, always 
somebody else’s errand boy. 
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LOWLIFE LINE UP 


MILTON KEYNES 


Nazis ran amok in Milton Keynes 
last month in a bid to prevent a 
meeting to be addressed by Labour 
MP Bernie Grant. 

The nazis, probably members of Terry 
Flynn’s November 9th Society, left their 
mark on the community centre where the 
meeting was to be held. 

Apart from smashing up furniture, they 
covered the walls with graffiti including 
swastikas and the slogans ‘Wogs Out’ and 
‘Hang Nelson Mandela’. 

Despite the attacks, the two meetings 
scheduled for Mr Grant went ahead. 

Elsewhere in the same area, the Front 
has announced that it intends to dish out 
1000 leaflets calling for the execution of 
IRA members. 

This latest threat has been provoked by 
the proposed visit to Broxbourne in 
Hertfordshire by ex-deputy Manchester 
police chief John Stalker. 

The Front is bleating that Mr Stalker 
‘smeared’ the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
in his recent book. 

With customary decency, a Front ‘law 
and order’ fan told the press: “Those IRA 
terrorists in custody should face the rope. 
Those at large should face the bullet. It is 
high time to execute the killers”. 


November 9th’s ‘Kommandant’ Terry Flynn. 


BLACKPOOL 


The sort of “community work” in 
which the _ National Front 
specialises got its reward in a 
Blackpool courtroom last month. 

Magistrates heard how 20-year-old 
Fronter John Olivine was frustrated at not 
having a platform for his views and decided 
to make one of his own by doing what his 
friends in Oldham call a “painting job”. 

In fact, Olivine was busy with paint and 
brush when police caught him decorating 
the walls of his neighbours’ houses with 
‘NF’ logos. 

In court, Olivine’s solicitor said that the 
offences had been committed after he had 
“consumed a quantity of alcohol”. 

Though he pleaded guilty to two charges 
of causing damage to property and asked 
for other similar offences to be taken into 
consideration, the magistrates adjourned 
the case pending a social inquiry report. 


GRIMSBY 


Racist thugs have launched a 


campaign of terror against an 
Iranian shopkeeper in Grimsby. 
Since last year, the premises of Kiu 
Norouzi have been under virtually constant 
attack. The violence had included windows 
being broken, assaults on shop assistants 


and threats to Mr Norouzi’s life. 

In the New Year, his mobile van, which is 
vital to his business, was set on fire and over 
£3000 damage done. In the same attack, an 
attempt was made to firebomb his private 
car. 

The racist nature of the onslaught is 
shown by the fact that no other shops in the 
area have been singled out for similar 
treatment. 

Police have now opened an inquiry into 
the incidents which have left Mr Norouzi 
devastated. 

Said the shopkeeper: “This is sheer 
vandalism caused by racists and it is my 
money which is going down the drain”. 


LEICESTER 


Over 200 people, including local 
MPs_ Greville Janner and Jim 
Marshall, attended a conference to 


oppose racial harassment in 
Leicester last month. 

Victims of racist attacks told the 
conference, which was organised by 


Leicester City Council, of how they lived in 
a state of near-siege. 

An Asian shopkeeper, for instance, 
reported that his shop had come under 
attack by racists on no fewer than 19 
occasions, with graffiti being sprayed, 
windows being smashed and attempts to set 
fire to the property. 

A woman from the Braunstone Road 
area described how racists had forced her 
family out of their home after life had been 
made unbearable by racist violence. 

A report was also given by the Racial 
Attacks Monitoring Project (RAMP), 
which pinpointed the city’s Beaumont Leys 
area as one of the worst for racist violence. 
violence. 

According to a recent survey, the figures 
for racial harassment amply comfirm 
RAMP’s statements. Over 41 per cent of 
all race harassment cases reported to the 
City Council are said to take place in 
Beaumont Leys which has an extreme 
right-wing Tory councillor and has been the 
scene of intervention by Tyndall’s nazi 
British National Party. 

Only days before a conference on racial 
attacks in Leicester, racist thugs went on 
the offensive with two vicious attacks. 

In the first, an Asian-owned babywear 
factory was put to the torch, reducing a 
one-storey industrial unit to ashes and 
leaving its owner, Zenul Osman without a 
job. 

Police are treating the case as one of 
arson. 

In the second assault, louts armed with 
baseball bats set about Labour councillor 
Paul Sood. 

In what seems to have been a very 
carefully laid ambush, Mr Sood was 
battered by the thugs as he helped his 
elderly mother from his car outside his 
home. 

Both his wife and mother looked on 
helplessly as he was hit repeatedly, 
sustaining severe bruising. 

Though police detained two men for 
questioning about the offence, they were 
later released without being charged... a 
move condemned by Councillor Sood. 


OD Ce, 


BERLIN 


On 23 April Anti-Fascist Action took 
part in a European Day of Action 
Against Racism and Fascism. Earlier 
this year CARF spoke to two members 
of the Anti-Fascist Information 
Magazine in West Berlin. They had 
some interesting things to say about 
both the growth of fascism and the 
nature of the anti-fascist movement in 
West Germany. 

In fact the West German anti-fascist 
movement is very similar to Anti-Fascist 
Action in Britain. They even use the same 
name. “But”, as their spokesman, To, 
explained, “Anti-Fascist Action is not 
really an organisation; it is a symbol of a 
special kind of resistance. A resistance that 
you have to do on your own — that is you 
can’t rely on the state or the police to 
protect you — you have to be prepared to 
take action yourselves against fascism”. In 
fact, the symbol Anti-Fascist Action was 
first used by the Communist Party in the 
1930s and signified then a common ground 
against fascism. It has since been taken up 
in the 1980s by the new resistance. These 


IN 


LONDON 


Workers at a south London DHSS office 
have taken strike action against the 
employment of Malcolm Skeggs in their 
department. Skeggs, a former National 
Front parliamentary candidate and 
directorate member, and later mail 
order chief of the British National Party, 


anti-fascists emerged out of the ‘Movement 
of Squatters in Berlin’. As To explained, “in 
the ’80s, skins tried to attack concerts that 
we were organising. We fought back”. He 
also pointed out that there is now a large 
anti-fascist ‘Redskin’ movement in West 
Germany. 

Through their magazine, the Anti- Fascist 
Information Magazine, which is published 
in both German and Turkish, the anti- 
fascists try to link their struggle to that of 
the Turks who are the largest group of 
immigrants in West Germany. To talked to 
CARF about the kinds of resistance being 
carried out by Turkish youth. It is difficult 
for the young Turks to fight back because 
draconian immigration laws mean they run 
the risk of being deported. “The police are 
watching them so carefully. In 1986, a 
young Turk was murdered by skinheads. 
Lots of Turkish people fought back, only to 
be criminalised by the police”. 

The similarities between the West 
German and British experience do not end 
there. According to To, neo-nazi groups 
such as the Freedom Workers Party and the 
Nationalist Party have adopted the 


propaganda of the ‘third position’. “These 
groups are organising training camps and 
terrorist activities. They say that foreign 
workers have to get out because Germany 
is ours. They say they’re against nuclear 


Nazi goons in Germany. 


had previously been’ sacked by 
Lewisham council for using council 
equipment to photocopy a _neo-nazi 
group’s booklist. 

Staff at Hither Green DHSS in 
Lewisham began protests when they 
discovered that Skeggs was being trained 
as a clerical officer, and _ voted 
overwhelmingly in favour of all-out 
strike action when nothing was done by 
the management. The strike began on 
5 April, the day Skeggs finished training. 
Together with members of South London 
Anti-Fascist Action, workers have set up 
a local campaign group _ involving 
community groups and union branches. 

The staff at the Hither Green office are 
determined to defend the public and 
themselves against right-wing activists 
like Skeggs and are prepared for a long 
struggle to get him out. They have been 


energy and they don’t want either 
Americans or Russians in the country”. 
Another, newer, force is the ‘Republicans’ 
who are similar to Le Pen in France. They 
don’t use old fascist slogans, because they 
recognise that there is a solid area of racism 
that can be organised. And besides, the 
older people are frightened of being called 
nazis. 

But for the younger people, who have 
not lived through the Second World War, 
there is no such stigma. They can argue, 
and have argued, that they were born after 
the Second World War and fascism has 
nothing to do with them. Despite the 
inroads the neo-nazi groups are making 
amongst the unemployed, To is obviously 
proud of the achievements of anti-fascists. 
Members of Anti-Fascist Action in Britain 
will recall the action taken against the 
Prince of Albert pub last autumn. A similar 
event occurred in Berlin after fascists 
began to meet in a pub. About 300 anti- 
fascists surrounded it and the fascists could 
not get in for several hours. Afterwards, 
the owner of the pub would not let them 
meet there again. 

Despite the inroads the fascists are 
making into youth, To concludes that 
“there are many people who are thinking in 
an anti-fascist way, it is possible to reach 
them”. 


supported in their actions by nearby 
Lewisham DHSS staff, who informed 
management that they would walk out if 
Skeggs set foot inside the building. When 
Skeggs arrived at the office to attend part 
of his training he was met by the 
manager and promptly sent away. After 
initial reluctance by some sections of the 
leadership, the workers’ union, the Civil 
and Public Services Association, has 
given them full backing. 

CPSA members around the country 
and all anti-fascists and trade unionists 
can help by sending messages of support 
to: Hither Green Strikers, c/o Lewisham 
Labour Club, Limes Grove, Lewisham, 
London SE13 6TD. For further 
information contact AFA Trade Union 
sub-group, c/o Anti-Fascist Action, PO 
Box 273, Forest Gate, London E7. Tel: 
01-387 2531 (24 hrs). 
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DEMANDS 
NF BAN 


Tyneside anti-fascists have renewed their 
demand that fascists be banned from 
football grounds in the North-East. 

Singling out the nazi National Front as 
perpetrators of racist activity and abuse 
inside and outside the grounds, the 
Tyneside and _ District Anti-Fascist 
Association is urging supporters’ clubs 
to work against racism and the football 
clubs themselves to allow their soccer 
stars to speak out publicly against 
racism. 

Last year, the TDAFA proposed that 
Newcastle United, which has suffered 
from nazi infestation on the terraces, 
should accept sponsorship of a home 
match but was turned down. Now it has 
revived this very positive proposal. 

TDAFA President Alec McFadden 
told local reporters that clubs should 
follow the example of players like Kevin 
Keegan and managers like Jack 
Charlton in “taking a positive stand 
against the handful of idiots who initiate 
racist chants’’. 

It was high time, he said, that 
Newcastle United, in particular, faced up 
to its responsibilities. 

Meanwhile, the TDAFA has decided to 
widen the scope of its activity to include 
leafleting of Sunderland’s Roker Park 
stadium. The aim is to establish an 
organisation of Wearside fans against 
racism and fascism and to counter NF 
attempts to “bus in” thugs from 
Newcastle. 


Two hour 
rampage at Luton 


Nazi soccer thugs once again left their 
mark on British football with a display of 
racist bigotry last month at the Luton- 
Portsmouth match. 

These mobsters gained access to the 
Luton ground while genuine fans were 
kept out by mounted police. 

Amongst the attire worn by the 
assortment of nazi boneheads was a new 
line in tee-shirts bearing the sick slogan: 
“England’s invasion of Germany ‘88’’’. 

According to press reports, most of the 
louts — many of whom were openly 
displaying weapons like coshes, baseball 
bats, ammonia sprays and what seems 
now ‘regulation’ Stanley knives — came 
not from Portsmouth, which has its own 
distinctive following of sieg-heilers, but 
from the home side. 

While the game was spared any 
notable mayhem, the city centre was not 
so lucky. Fans are reported to have gone 
on a two-hour rampage in which two 
pubs were seriously damaged. 


TYNESIDE || LEEDS STRIKE OUT AGA 


Dave Brown on right, Leeds nazi hooligan and two of his chums. 


Leeds Trades Union Council have 
brought the full extent of football activity 
by NF nazis in the city into the light of 
day. 

At a press conference held jointly by 
Leeds TUC and Anti-Fascist Action last 
month, a report, titled Terror on our 
Terraces, was launched. 

At the conference, which won wide 
media attention, Leeds TUC secretary 
Gordon Lunn emphasised the criminal 
nature of much of the fascists’ 
involvement in football. 

“Leeds’’, he explained, “has long been a 
focal point for nazi and racist activity”. 


Mr Lunn said that the report, which: 


draws extensively on material from 
Searchlight, “pulls no punches”’. 
And it names names. In particular, it 


singles out local nazi thug and head-- 


banger Frank Burden for attention. 
Burden, it reveals, has not only had a 
high profile touting his papers and 


badges at Elland Road but has also been 
spotted hawking copies of Adolf Hitler’s 
Mein Kampf. 

The report is the result of consistent 
work carried out by Leeds TUC and 
AFA for well over a year. During that 
period, the fascists, led by Burden, have 
come under serious challenge for the first 
time. 

The opposition has not been to the 
liking of “Mad Frank” (as his pals call 
him behind his back) and rumour has it 
that he has drastically raised his level of 
alcohol consumption. 

The efforts made by the Leeds anti- 
fascists are now bearing fruit. Not only 
have they secured the enthusiastic 
backing of local MEP Michael 
McGowan, but local MP Derek Fatchett 
has shown no hesitation in slamming the 
antics of the neo-nazis who foul up 
football. 

Indeed, Mr Fatchett, who is the 


Rugby riot thwarted 


An attempt by nazi-inspired soccer 
gangs to cause a riot at a Rugby League 
match was thwarted by police last 
month. 

The move was part of a_ police 
operation to contain a violent situation at 
the Rugby League Silk Cut Cup semi- 
final tie between Salford and Wigan. 

The match, a local needle game, took 
place at the Bolton Burnden Park 
ground. Police made a number of arrests 
before, during and after the tie. 

Rugby League spokesman David 
Howes said that many of those lifted by 


the police had admitted that they were 
not Rugby League fans. “‘Some”’, he said, 
“were National Front followers”. 

Amongst those caught in the police 
swoop were a 60-strong contingent of 
skinhead louts from Manchester, who 
were waylaid en route to Bolton from 
Manchester. 

Mr Howes told reporters that Rugby 
League was paying the penalty of its own 
success and that “away-day hooligans” 
were latching on. 

“Our policy’, he said, “remains eject, 
arrest and take them to court”. 


INST FRONT 


. <. 


Labour MP for Leeds Central, has called 
on football managers, including Leeds 
boss and former soccer idol Billy 
Bremner, to help stamp out the activities 
of those like the infamous Leeds “Service 
Crew” who leave devastation in their 
wake. 

Already the club has given the anti- 
fascist drive a positive response by 
allowing members of its first-team squad 
to appeal directly to fans by urging them 
to halt the racist abuse and banana- 
throwing. Match day programmes, says 
the club, will also carry the anti-fascist, 
anti-racist message and players will visit 
schools and clubs to promote racial 
harmony. 

However overdue, these moves are to 
be welcomed and the Leeds TUC/AFA 
applauded for the sustained campaign 
which has prompted them. 


*Terror on our Terraces is available 
from: Leeds TUC/AFA, 21 Savile 
Mount, Leeds LS7 3HZ. 


This year’s European Nations 
soccer championships, to be held in 
West Germany, could face a 
hooligan blitz, says a_ report 
produced by a group of top Belgian 
academics. 


The report, published as last month’s 
edition of Searchlight went to press, was 
compiled by staff at the University of 
Leuven after detailed consultations with 
police chiefs and soccer officials. 

Though much devoted to sociological 
analysis of the hooligan phenomenon, the 
report makes telling points about the 
outlook and connections of today’s Euro- 
hooligans. 

It points that there is now “premeditated 
and organised violence” which is organised 
by a “hard core” who are mostly 
unemployed. 

These louts, says the report, substitute 
the excitement of the hooligan “war game” 
atmosphere for the general drabness of 
their lives. 

Their view of the world is described as 
“‘visceral’ right-wing extremism . . . racist, 
sexist and extreme _ regionalist 
simplistic and anti-democratic”. 

Commenting on Britain, the authors 


ENGLAND ~ HOLLAND 


TAKE NO PRISONERS! 
WE'LL SHOW THEM WHO'S N°4 | 


Rangers, Millwall thugs link up 


Plans by Scottish soccer louts to cause 
football chaos have been exposed. 


Glasgow Rangers hooligans, who are 
mainly Loyalist extremists, have 
switched from their previous alliance 
with Chelsea thugs to a pact with louts 
from Millwall, who are generally 
acknowledged to be amongst the most 
violent elements in the UK. 


Last month, an assortment of 50 
hooligans from both Rangers and 


Millwall met at a pub in London’s East 
End to discuss plans for promoting racist 
violence in Europe. It was decided that, 
if Rangers got into the European Cup 
semi-finals, hooligans from both clubs 
would join forces. 

A particular target for violence were 
to be the Dutch thugs who follow clubs 
like PSV Eindhoven. It was also planned 
that hooligans should prepare for major 
rucks at forthcoming Rangers matches 
against Celtic and Aberdeen. 


MORE NAZI EUROPEAN 
OOTBALL LINKS EXPOSED 


affirm that “right-wing extremists have 
explicit contacts with hooligans from 
specific clubs” and that “the use of nazi 
symbolism is manifest in _ the 
correspondence from hard-line football 
hooligans with their foreign colleagues”. 

Significantly, Chelsea hooligans figure 
near the top of the League but other British 
clubs — Millwall, Everton and Manchester 
United — are mentioned, as are numerous 
Belgian and West German sides. 

At the press conference to launch the 
report, one of the authors, Professor Lode 
Walgrave, held up a letter from Chelsea 
fascists to a young Swedish football fan 
which tried. to enmesh him in international 
mayhem. Though this material was first 
obtained by and published in Searchlight, 
this fact was never mentioned. 

Welcoming the Euro-report, Labour 
MEP Glyn Ford, who chaired the 
European Parliament’s Committee of 
Inquiry into the growth of Racism and 
Fascism, called for tough new action to deal 
with the hooligan menace. 

Mr Ford told Searchlight: “Convicted 
hooligans should have their passports 
withdrawn and the police should step up 
their efforts to infiltrate the fascist gangs 
who have invaded the football scene”. 


Hooligans adopt 
fascist motif 


Searchlight’s exposés of British nazi 
links with Scandinavia won yet more 
proof at last month’s Wembley 
international football match between 
England and Holland. 

Leaflets dished out by the England 
side’s hooligan fans inside the Wembley 
stadium and in Newcastle-on-Tyne 
carried the familiar message of hate 
against the background of a Viking. 

This logo (illustrated) has a history all 
of its own. 

In Sweden, it is used by fascist rock 
bands like Ultima Thule and Morbyligan 
as a motif. The design has also found its 
way onto stickers and sew-on patches 
touted by supporters of neo-nazi 
organisations like the Sweden Party and 
the Nordic Reichs Party. 

The exchange of personnel and 
material between these people and the 
nazi National Front is evidenced by the 
fact that some branches of the Front, like 
the Sefton branch on Merseyside, have 
also copied the logo and adapted it for a 
sticker. 

It has been in its latest “Fight for 
England” form that it is getting its 
biggest circulation amongst the large 
mobs of soccer louts who trail their coats 
wherever the English national team 


plays. 


11 


-Last word on the final solution 


The modern age is the age of specialization. 
Gone are the days when a Leonardo Da 
Vinci or a Socrates could know everything 
that was worth knowing. Nowadays you’ve 
got to concentrate upon one small branch of 
the great tree of knowledge, and know that 
branch expertly. 

And so it is with the fascists. They seem to be 
stepping into the modern world. It is too much to 
expect one tiny fascist brain to cope with all the 
possibilities for hatred that exist today. So the 
prickly bush of hatred has to be divided up 
amongst new expert fascists. A thorn here, a 
thistle there — that’s the way of the specialist 
fascist. 

This sort of modernity is to be seen in the 
National Front. Or to be more accurate — in the 
National Fronts. There are now two National 
Fronts to show how the business of racial hatred 
can be made modernly efficient with a division of 
labour. Now the perplexed young fascist is 
offered a choice. On the one hand there is a 
curriculum of anti-semitism, and on the other 
there is a specialist apprenticeship in racism. 

The National Front, which publishes 
Nationalism Today and National Front News, 
offers few syllabuses for the aspiring racist. Their 
publications are full of praise for new racial 
heroes, such as Colonel Gadaffi, Louis 


Farrakhan and even Marcus Garvey, But a 
specialist diploma in anti-Jewish/Zionist studies 
can be offered by this lot. 

Then there’s the other National Front, led by 
chaps like Martin Wingfield, Ian Anderson and 
Steve Brady. These are the specialist racists, who 
with laser-like speed, can emit a racial cliché 


12 


about Africans or Asians. But, for anti-semitism, 
well, try next door, and ask for the other National 
Front. 

Such seemed to be the message of January’s 
edition of Vanguard. Steve Brady and Tom 
Acton discussed ‘The Jewish Question’. And if 
this question is going to appear on Vanguard’s 
exam papers in the future, candidates would be 
advised to offer different answers than were 
customary in the past. Out would go all the old, 
specialist anti-Zionism and the stuff about Tel 
Aviv being the centre of a world conspiracy (yes, 
that’s right, try next door). The new answers to 
the old question were to be somewhat different. 


“Eliminating Judaism” 


Brady and Acton outlined a new specialist 
answer to the old conundrum of how “Judaism 
can be eliminated from British society”. Simply 
done, chaps. Send ’em all to Israel: “Repatriating 
the Jews to Israel removes the Jewish problem at 
a stroke”. Vanguard recognized that “an NF 
policy that recognizes Israel’s right to exist may 
well be condemned as ‘kosher’ by some. But, you 
can’t do everything at once, chaps. With the Jews 
out of the way, the specialist haters can get down 
to the business of the blacks. 

Yes, an anti-black Zionist National Front, 
right next door to a black nationalist, anti-Zionist 
National Front. An efficient division of hatred. 
This is the sort of neatness of mind that will make 
the trains run on time. 

But would a modern Leonardo be able to 
confine himself to painting smiles on Mona’s 
face? Wouldn’t he also show a passing, and non- 


Nazis turn up at — and are told to leave — a Palestinian march in London early this year. 


specialist, interest in helicopters and optics? And 
Socrates, were he to be alive nowadays, would he 
confine his talents to being a philosophical chat- 
show host? No. To be sure, the polymaths of the 
past would be unable to restrict themselves to 
narrow specialisation. : 

And what about those polymathic haters in the 
National Front? How can they narrowly restrict 
the narrowness of their minds? The renaissance 
intellect of hatred will not be confined by the 
constraints of speciality. Bile and cortex, fist and 
fury will be combined in a _ wide-ranging 
panorama of prejudice. 

And so it seems in February’s The Flag, also 
published by the ‘kosher’ fascists. The lead story, 
written by Martin Wingfield, starts with the 
opening sentence, “Israel is a bandit state”. The 
writer describes the “true face of Israel”, which 
must be “outcast by the nations of the world”. No 
need to go next door, chaps. Read on, in the 
encyclopedia of hatred. 

The apprentice racists in The Flag can also do 
some extra homework to catch up on their anti- 
semitic studies. February’s issue contains a 
booklist of recommended reading. One such 
book is The Rulers of Russia, written by the Rev. 
Dennis Fahey. The Flag describes this as the 
book which reveals who are “the people who rule 
Russia”. 


Fahey’s Fables 


Fahey’s little pamphlet was originally published 
in 1938 and has a simple theme: the Jews 
controlled the Russian Revolution. The opening 
sentence declared: “In this pamphlet I present to 
my readers a number of serious documents which 
go to show that the real forces behind Bolshevism 
in Russia are Jewish forces and that Bolshevism is 
really an instrument in the hands of the Jews for 
the establishment of their future Messianic 
Kingdom”. According to Fahey, even Lenin, 
contrary to popular belief, is a bit Jewish, and 
Yiddish was spoken around the Lenin family 
breakfast table. 

There’s no need to quote chapter and verse 
from the Reverend’s pamphlet to show its 
obsessive anti-semitism. Whatever the Reverend 
disapproved of in the world, including the Lenin 
family home, was to be castigated as Jewish and 
part of the Jewish conspiracy. A real specialist 
was the Reverend Dennis: Jewish conspiracies 
discovered before your very eyes. 

But there’s one little passage which might be of 
interest in the light of the new specialist ‘kosher’ 
policy. On page 81 of his regrettable work, Fahey 
offers his own answer to the Jewish problem. 
After years of dedicated study, Fahey declares 
that steps must be taken “to withdraw citizenship 
to other states from all of them and limit them to 
citizenship of one state, their own”. But then 
Fahey hastened to add that for obscure 
theological reasons “that state must not be 
Palestine”. But he doesn’t suggest what, or 
where, the state should be. 

The specialist hatreds of the National Front 
haven’t lasted very long. Just one month was long 
enough for the apparent pro-Zionism. And then 
it’s back to the old nightmares of Jewish 
conspiracies and shipping off the Jews to God 
knows where. It just shows that you can’t 
specialise in hatred, for bigotry knows no 
bounds. 


= 


PAPER TIGER 


Croydon nazi Chris Marchant recently tried 
to prove to the world that he could read and 
write by venturing into print with a letter to 
the Epsom and Ewell Herald. An enthusiast 
for the proprieties of law and order, Mr 
Marchant complained that three NF paper 
sellers were moved on by police at a paper 
sale in nearby Sutton. Announcing the next 
paper sale, he warned the police that if they 
wish “to break the law and arrest our 
supporters, so be it”. Aside from the fact that 
Marchant has made the police an offer they 
shouldn't refuse, another fact about this 
guardian of public well-being should be 
known: Marchant has a conviction for 
assault on an old-age pensioner who was 
selling papers. 


* % * 


SINGING DETECTIVE GUILTY 


Last year Searchlight reported on the 
activities of Martin Cross from Dagenham, 


east London, who appeared to spend his 


time running around with bigots in Ulster 
and vocalising with one of the Oi bands. The 
leadership of the political soldiers clearly saw 
something in this young man’s character 
that the rest of us missed and appointed him 
to run a law and order anti-mugging patrol in 
Barking. This was met with disapproval by 
not only most of the local inhabitants but the 
police as well. 


We pointed out that the only time there 
had been serious lawlessness in the streets 
of Barking in recent years, it was caused by 
the NF themselves when they declared a 
whites-only zone and stabbed two black 
passers-by. 

It did not take Cross long to run true to 
form when in broad daylight he assaulted a 
man who had refused to take a National 
Front ‘don’t vote’ leaflet during the general 
election campaign. So serious was the 
assault by this psychotic little thug, that even 
some of his own fellow Front members 
joined passers-by in stopping him beating 
and kicking the man while he was on the 
ground. Cross was recently found guilty at 
Snaresbrook Crown Court, fined over £300 
and bound over in the sum of a further £500. 
it was clear from the judge’s summing up 
that it was only because he had no previous 
convictions that he was not sent to prison for 
a long time. 


Graham Williamson. 


ANIMAL CRACKERS ... PT.27 


Oh dear, oh dear. The National Front (military 
wing)’s ill-fated venture into a local council 
by-election out in Essex has, after lurching 
from disaster to disaster, finally bitten the 
dust. Keen students of the _ tortured 
machinations of an organisation desperately 
in search of an acceptable image will recall 
that one Mike Griffin announced himself to 
the worthy burgers of Havering as an ‘Animal 
Rights candidate’, acknowledging his debt to 
the local branch of the Front for their support 
and having his campaign organised by one 
Graham Williamson. Williamson, of course, 
is the NF vice chairman and Griffin himself is 
a local activist — and the whole thing was a 
particularly inept electoral scam which they 
had tried out only a couple of months earlier 
in another Havering ward. In that case they 
had reproduced British Union Against 
Vivisection leaflets on their own, and were 
promptly rewarded with a High Court 
injunction from BUAV who do not sit still for 
this sort of nonsense. Later, the attention of 
the police was drawn to some of the 
signatures on the NF nomination papers. 
They polled a princely 14 votes. Last month 
they tried again in a second ward election. 
Again the thinly disguised NF got the repost 
they so richly deserved. Bottom of the poll, 
needless to say, but again with a vote that 
verges on ignominy — just 27 votes out of 
almost 2,000. Pathetic, isn’t it? 


% % % 


APARTHEID’S CHUMS 


As the long hand of Pretoria’s regime 
stretches out to murder apartheid’s political 
opponents living in frontline states in Africa, 
the fear that such a campaign could spread to 
Europe became reality with the murder in 
Paris last month of Dulcie September, the 
ANC representative in France. As ever the 
South African regime’s representative 
immediately issued a denial that it could be 
implicated in any way in such a dastardly act. 
But in the Searchlight office someone 
thought the name of the South African top 
dog in France was rather familiar. After all 
there cannot be many _ Henrik J. 
Geldenhuyses around. This character used to 
hang out in the South African embassy in 
London in the 1970s and if one needed to look 
up his phone number, one had to go no 
further than one time NF boss Martin 
Webster's address book to find it. 


STRAY DOGS 


Last year we were in danger of boring 
readers with stories in almost every issue of 
Searchlight of former nazis and fascists who 
were now active, sometimes as officials and 
election candidates, in the Conservative 
Party. From Barking in East London to 
Southend on Sea, they just kept popping up. 
Well blow me down, a friend of mine who 
had just moved to Basildon was toying with 
the idea of joining the local Conservative 
Association. But he changed his mind rapidly 
when he realised that the association 
chairman, Brian Weedon, was the former 
National Front organiser in the area and at 
one time had been the Front’s election agent. 
We promise to stop publishing these stories 
if the Tories will only promise to stop taking 
in all these fascist strays. 


% % % 


SUMMER MADNESS 


Want to know where the far right are going 
for their hols this year? Odds on it’s Devon. 
Not only do they have the chance, reported 
elsewhere, of joining in the Loyalist bunfight 
that passes for the William of Orange 
celebration in Brixham, but, having done 
that, they can now pop off to Torbay, where 
the local aircraft museum is offering an ‘Adolf 
Hitler Centenary Exhibition’ billed as one of 
“dozens of ways to enjoy yourselves”. “Best 
fun in the sun, best bet in the wet” it 
enthuses in its publicity leaflets. One leaflet 
(reproduced below) is a particularly offensive 
little item — readers who feel it might serve 
some purpose can contact the organisers at 
the Torbay Aircraft Museum, Higher 
Blagdon, Paignton, Devon. Or you might 
phone them on (0803) 553540. 


The Centenary Exhibition 
is at the 


TORBAY 
AIRCRAFT :=:. 


Paignton, 


MUSEUM = 
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INTERNATIONAL 


ROUND-UP 


National Front: 
success and crisis? 


In the run-up to the French Presidential 
election, opinion polls consistently failed to 
identify the level of support for the fascist 
Front National. While one claimed that 12 
per cent of voters support the Front, an 
increase of two per cent, another claimed 
support had been hovering around the 
eight to nine per cent mark for several 
months. In the event, Jean-Marie Le Pen 
polled an unprecedented 14.5 per cent in 
the first round of the capital presidential 
election. Concerned at where Front 
supporters will go in the second round of 
the election, the two leading right-wing 
candidates, Jacques Chirac and Raymond 
Barre, have been making efforts to attract 
the far right vote. Chirac, France’s Prime 
Minister, has been emphasising heavily law 
and order and recently commented that 
while not accepting racism he did 
understand it. Barre has likewise urged 
“vigilance in maintaining our national 
identity”. 

“There is no majority without the 
National Front”, FN leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen recently stated, and he is reportedly 
hopeful of concessions or even cabinet 
posts from a _ future conservative 
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government. But despite his electoral 
victory, according to the French paper, Le 
Monde, all is not well. One of his MPs has 
already left to join the Gaullists, as has the 
leader of one of his regional council groups, 
while another MP declared his intention to 
vote Gaullist in the first round of the 
presidential election. With 34 MPs, the 
Front recently came dangerously close to 
losing the right to form a parliamentary 
group (only allowed to groups of at least 
30) when ten of the MPs were only with 
some effort persuaded not to defect to the 
Gaullists or a connected right-wing group, 
the CNI_ (National Centre’ of 
Independents). The party is also divided 
between elements such as its Secretary- 
General, Jean Stirbois, who favours voting 
Socialist in the second round, and those 
who favour supporting the right. (This is 
partly because the _ right opposes 
proportional representation, a voting 
system which favours the FN, and partly 
because Stirbois sees the moderate right as 
the immediate enemy. The situation is 
complicated by the fact that part of the 
Front’s support comes from former 
Communist voters.) In addition to 
parliamentary problems and disputes over 
how to vote in the presidential election, the 
Front is also troubled by financial problems 
and has reportedly been pressing ‘money 
managers’ for the Reverend Moon to help. 

Financially, there has been some slight 
improvement in the party’s fortunes after 


Le Pen’s victory in a damages case against 
the satirical magazine Le Canard Enchaine, 
which had published a photo of him in the 
process of putting on his swimming trunks. 
More irritating for him, however, are the 
activities of his former wife, Pierette, who 
published a hostile book immediately 
before the presidential ballot. 


USA 


Klan routed 


Supporters of the Connecticut-based 
Invisible Empire faction of the Ku Klux 
Klan were recently routed by anti-racist 
demonstrators in Dallas, Texas. The Klan, 
supported by skinheads shouting ‘Sieg 
Heil’ and ‘White Power’, were supporting 
the local police force which is in conflict 
with councillors arguing for police reforms. 


Rightist election 
broadcast 


Extremist Democratic presidential 
candidate Lyndon La Rouche has spent 
over £100,000 on a national TV programme 
which described how Americans could 
colonise Mars. La Rouche, a former 
Marxist, is currently facing charges 
concerning fraud, and reports that his 
security adviser, ex-Klansman Roy 
Frankhouser, has given the government 
evidence against his employer have been 
complicated by a recent claim by veteran 
ultrarightist Robert Miles that 
Frankhouser has been “working behind 
enemy lines” and has always been loyal to 
the racist movement. 


CANADA 


Racist teacher 
keeps job 


Malcolm Ross, an anti-semitic writer 
employed as a teacher in New Brunswick, 
is continuing in his post following a 
provincial Cabinet discussion of his case. 
The present Liberal provincial 
government, like its Conservative 
predecessor, has been unable to find a way 
of removing Ross from the state education 
system although continued efforts are to be 
made. Ross’s most recent book, The 
Spectre of Power, reiterates his attacks on 
the “Jewish conspiracy”. 


WEST GERMANY 


Rightist election 
advance 


All the main parties in  Baden- 
Wurttemberg suffered losses in recent 
elections while the far right, although still 
weak, enjoyed major increases. The 
National Democratic Party (NPD) gained 
101,815 votes (2.1 per cent) and the 
Republicans, led by a former SS member, 
46,899 (1 per cent). The neo-nazi Free 
German Party managed 54 votes. In the 
previous election the NPD had gained 0.9 
per cent but in 1968 Baden-Wurttemberg 
was the first state to elect a member of the 
NPD to its state Parliament during its 
short-lived upsurge of twenty years ago. 


Neo-nazi raids 


Further information on the raids on the 
homes of neo-nazis (see previous issue) 
indicate that they were linked with the 
release from jail one day earlier of Michael 
Kuhnen, leader of the banned National 
Socialist Action Front. According to 
police, several hundred neo-nazis were 
involved in the formation of a new group, 
Bewegung (Movement), and another 
grouping, the Free German Workers Party, 
had been infiltrated. 


WAR CRIMES 


Holocaust admitted 


The French magazine, Le Monde 
Diplomatique, has published interviews 
with former nazi officials, confessing their 
role in the Holocaust. A Gestapo chief, 
Wilhelm Hottl, reported how Adolf 
Eichmann had told him that some six 
million had been killed while one of the 
other interviewees, the deputy 
commandant at Treblinka concentration 
camp, described those who doubted the 
existence of gas chambers as stupid. On a 
map of the camp, he showed where people 
had been gassed. 


Call for extradition 


The Co-ordinating Board of Jewish 
Organisations and the World Jewish 
Congress have called on the UN 
Commission on Human Rights to press 
Syria to extradite Alois Brunner, chief 
assistant to the nazi mass murderer, Adolf 
Eichmann. Democratic presidential 
candidate Jesse Jackson has also written to 
the Syrian President asking for extradition 
but has not received a reply. 


Michael Kuhnen. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Rightist election 
victory 


Following the two election victories in early 
March, the far right Conservative party has 
won a third constituency with an increased 
vote. Conservative candidate Corne 
Mulder gained a majority of 3,711 votes as 
against the 1,700 majority the party 
achieved the previous year. The victory in 
the Randfontein constituency, an industrial 
area with many white miners, confirms 
fears that the Conservative Party is no 
longer restricted to rural areas and there 
are also reports that it did well in the 
constituency’s wealthiest district. While 
the far right remain divided (the 
ultrarightist HNP ran _ against the 
Conservatives in the two earlier elections 
but was resoundingly defeated) 
Conservative strategists are exuding 
confidence. “Nothing can halt the new flood 
of white nationalism”, Mulder told 
supporters and it is estimated that as many 
as 63 seats could be Conservative in the 
next general election, 21 short of a majority 
in the white Parliament. 


Government 
clashes with nazis 


The South African Minister for Law and 
Order has dismissed seven members of the 
neo-nazi Afrikaner Resistance Movement 
(AWB) from the Transvaal police reserve. 
(In 1986, a government minister had 
accused the Transvaal police of failing to 
act against the AWB when it stopped the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs from 
addressing a _ rally.) Following the 
Government’s move against the AWB, its 
members disrupted an election meeting by 
the ruling National Party’s Transvaal 
leader. The Government then forbade a 
public meeting by the organisation which, 
however, held it elsewhere. The movement 
would not be silenced, its leader, Eugene 
Terre Blanche, told the 1,500 present. “The 
government is running away from the might 
of the AWB”, he claimed. 


JAPAN 


Rightist 
assassination 
threat 


The Japan Volunteer Army for Racial 
Independence, which murdered a liberal 
journalist last year, has issued a death 
threat against the country’s Prime 
Minister, Yasuhiro Nakasone. Nakasone, a 
conservative, had visited the shrine of 
Japanese war criminals but, after protests, 
cancelled further proposed visits. He had 
also dismissed the Education Minister for 
offending other countries in his defence of 
nationalist textbooks which refused to 
apologise for wartime atrocities. The 
Volunteer Army, which has continued its 
attacks on liberal journalists, declared that 
it tried to kill the Prime Minister earlier in 
the year and intends to try again. He had 
betrayed the Japanese race, it claimed. 


BELGIUM 


Collaborator 
reminisces 


Over forty years since his flight from 
Belgium, fascist leader Leon Degrelle has 
appeared on Belgian television. 
Interviewed in his Madrid home, Degrelle 
defended his formation of the Walloon 
Division of the SS during the Second World 
War and its role in fighting “the Godless 
Communists in the east”. Faced with 
evidence that he intended to incorporate 
Belgium into the German Reich, he 
claimed that he had always sought to 
maintain Walloon and Flemish identities 
within a Western European union and that 
his speeches about Belgium being “part of 
the great Germanic community” had been 
misunderstood. 
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US RACISTS OLD — NEW 


They Don’t All Wear Sheets. A 
Chronology of Racist and Far Right 
Violence — 1980-1986 ($10). 
Leonard Zeskind, The ‘Christian 
Identity’ Movement ($3.50). 


Published by the Division of Church 
and Society of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the USA and the 
Center for Democratic Renewal, PO 
Box 30302, Atlanta, Georgia 50469, 
USA. 


In the United States in recent years, the far 
right has been going through major 
upheavals. One of its currents, the overt 
National Socialists, has all but collapsed 
while another, the Ku Klux Klan, is deeply 
split and in a far weaker state than it was in 
the 1960s or 1970s. Disturbingly, however, 
many of the ex-militants of these two 
currents have passed over into new racist 
organisations which avoid the foreign 
imagery of the swastika or the feared white 
robes of the Klan and present themselves as 
white patriots with a politics rooted in 
modern American conditions. 
Organisations like the Populist Party, the 
White Patriot Party, Aryan Nations and 
White Aryan Resistance have been key 
growth points for the 1980s and while 
several of these have entered their own 
crises and prominent figures in the new 
racist groups are facing indictment for 
criminal offences, they remain a real 
danger to the lives and wellbeing of many 
Americans. 

Especially with the recent turn of some 
activists to terrorism — most importantly, 
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the paramilitary gang The Order — the job 


of monitoring and fighting these 
organisations has been a difficult and 
dangerous one. A central focus of this 
resistance has been the Center for 
Democratic Renewal (formerly — the 
National Anti-Klan Network). Through its 
excellent magazine The Monitor and a 
series of pamphlets, American anti-racists 
have been given access to informed 
reporting on what the racist right is doing 
and how it might be combated. These two 
recent pamphlets are a valuable addition to 
this work. The first of these, over 90 pages 
long, examines the USA state by state and 
gives a sense of the harassment and 
violence visited on blacks, Jews, gays and 
other minority groupings. The Center, the 
introduction to the pamphlet notes, knows 
of nearly 3000 acts of bigoted violence 
during the 1980-1986 period and only some 
of these are set out in the chronicle of 
atrocities which follows. It makes for 
chilling reading. Much of the violence is 
perpetrated by unknown assailants and 
many of those arrested were not members 
of extremist groups. But these acts of 
cruelty are overt expressions of the 
widespread bigotry from which the far right 
feeds. The Center has produced an 
unanswerable case for “the moral and 
political campaign” it urges. 

Amidst the shifts on the American racist 
right, one of the constant threads is the 
emergence to prominence of a little-known 
‘interpretation’ of Christianity, the 
‘Identity’ doctrine. This holds that white 
Anglo-Saxons are literally the chosen 
people of Israel described in the Old 


Testament while the Jews represent the 
forces of Satan. Through this peculiar 
reading of the Bible and a body of 
theological writing going back to the 
Anglo-Saxon Federation of the 1920s and 
beyond, adherents of ‘Christian Identity’ 
have concocted a virulently anti-semitic 
and anti-black belief-system which has led 
to frenzied speculation about the 
impending return of an Aryan Christ and 
preparations for civil war. In one horrific 
document quoted in the pamphlet, a 
leading supporter of the paramilitary 
Christian Patriots Defence League 
described how patriots would not just wait 
for the Biblical “last battle” but were “God’s 
battle ax” and must prepare themselves. 
“YOU MUST KNOW WHO OUR 
ENEMIES ARE every Christian 
Patriot ... begin to collect information 
files on our enemies with name, home 
address, place of employment . . .” In the 
magazine of another group, the Covenant, 
the Sword and the Arm of the Lord, it is 
proclaimed that “God is raising up a 
remnant” who will grow to perfection and 
“will rule and reign upon earth as His 
Eleet®, 

Identity doctrine, although not without 
its rivals, is “the primary religious and 
spiritual orientation” of the American far 
right. It permeates Aryan Nations and the 
Christian Patriots Defence League just as it 
is present in the Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan, the White Patriot Party and Posse 
Comitatus. It is almost as hostile to the 
established leadership of American 
fundamentalism — which is often pro- 
Israel — as it is to the ‘Zionist’ American 
government, and is a fundamental threat to 
democratic values. The Center’s pamphlet 
brilliantly uncovers the beliefs and dangers 
of this deeply evil cult. 


Richard Marlen 


ADVERTISEMENT 


The Radical Right: 


a world directory 
by Ciaran O Maolain 
Longman, November 1987 

ix + 500 pages, inc. 7,000-entry index. 
(ISBN 0 582 90270 3) 
Also published 1n the United States by 
ABC-Clio 
(ISBN 0 87436 514 7) 


A completely new reference guide to 3,000 

ultra-conservative, neo-fascist, racist and 

extreme nationalist groups in 86 countries. 

“A truly monumental feat . . . copious detail 

. . . fascinating . . . should be on the shelves of 

any anti-racist and anti-fascist researcher . . .” 
(Searchlight) 

Available from the publishers, from any 
bookshop or direct from the author: 
Ciaran O Maolain, 37 Thomas Street, 
Armagh BT61 7QB, Ireland. 

Price £50 (includes postage); please mention 
Searchlight when ordering. 


Carf<.Mc J AGAINST 
RACISM _& FASCISM 


CARE was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 


Denning, the magistrates 
and the rule of law 


In March 1988 an anti-fascist, Peter 
Gates, was convicted of four assaults on 
police. The assaults were said to have 
occurred when he was arrested for 
possession of an offensive weapon — a 
half-brick — during a protest against a 
National Front meeting in Greenwich in 
January 1987. At the hearing the 
magistrate heard evidence of 
extraordinary violence against Gates by 
eight police officers from the Tactical 
Support Group. The officers agreed 
that they had manhandled him, that his 
neck had been knelt on and that in the 
van an officer’s boot was on his face. 
They frankly revealed their tactics of 
causing maximum pain with minimum 
injury. Several witnesses to the arrest 
testified that they saw nothing in Gates’ 
behaviour to justify such violence. But 
the magistrate’s reasoning was that the 
force used by the police was such that it 
must have been justified. Gates must 
have assaulted them. 

The previous month Habib Rahman was 
convicted of obstructing police as they 
arrested his Afro-Caribbean friend. The 
police evidence was that as the Afro- 
Caribbean man was arrested he was so 
violent that an officer’s thumb was broken. 
The police doctor’s notes were produced: 
they showed that the officer had told the 
doctor he had broken his own thumb 
“punching something or someone”. 
Rahman himself suffered a broken arm in 
police custody; yet the magistrate found 
that it was Rahman and his friend, not the 
police, who had been violent. 


“Wrongfully convicted 
prisoners should stay in jail” 


Lord Denning, former Master of the Rolls, 
articulated and justified the attitude of 
magistrates in cases like these when, in an 
interview after the ‘Birmingham Six’ 
appeals were dismissed, he said that 
“Wrongfully convicted prisoners should 
stay in jail rather than be freed and risk a 
public loss of confidence in the law”. This 
seems a Startling statement for a former 
Lord of Appeal to make. It implies that 
where police have broken the law, the 
courts must collude in covering up that law- 
breaking — protect the guilty and punish 
the innocent — so that the public will 
remain in a state of blissful ignorance. 
Denning’s statement came in the wake of 


the decision not to prosecute officers of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary for perverting 
the course of justice, and the declaration by 
the Master of the Rolls, Sir John 
Donaldson, that members of the security 
services must be able to break the law with 
impunity. But though these events, and 
Denning’s relegation of justice to political 
expediency, have shocked liberals, they 
come as no surprise to black and working- 
class people. 

Britain’s black communities have amply 
documented the fact that non-prosecution 
of law officers is not confined to delicate 
matters of national security (see for 
example Policing Against Black People, 
IRR, 1987). No officers have faced charges 
over the deaths in police custody or at 
police hands of Nicholas Ofusu, John 
Mikkelsen, Clinton McCurbin, of 
Mohammed Parkit, Tunay Hassan, Colin 
Roach; no charges have arisen out of the 
appalling injuries suffered by Trevor 
Monerville in custody, nor the loss of a 
testicle suffered by Mohammed Hajiazim 
on his arrest for a parking offence, nor the 
sexual assault of a Nigerian woman in 
Stoke Newington while being questioned 
over her immgration status, nor the injuries 
of the White family for which they received 
£51,000 damages from the Metropolitan 
Police. In 1986 half of the 126 civil claims 
against the police for assaults and false 
imprisonment resulted in a settlement or 
damages being paid; but only a tiny handful 
of officers have ever stood trial. 

In the past decade, the struggles by the 
black community for justice and equality 
before the law have brought more publicity 
for incidents of extreme abusive policing. 
Even Bernard Levin, writing in The Times 
in 1985, was moved to anger against the 
police for the beating of a disabled 
Rastafarian, Patrick Wilson, and the public 
outcry over the beating of five youths in the 
Holloway Road and the subsequent 
‘conspiracy of silence’ over the affair, 
eventually brought about a trial and 
imprisonment of the officers concerned. 

The protection of the guilty — in the 
failure to prosecute law-breaking police 
officers — goes hand in hand with the 
punishment of the innocent. And it is in the 
magistrates’ courts, and particularly in 
public order cases, that this process goes on 
quietly and largely invisibly. 

Historically, working-class protest has 
always invoked the sharp end of policing 
and the blunt end of justice. The denial of 
redress to victims of brutal policing can be 
traced over the centuries. In our own times, 
the 1970s saw the deaths of Kevin Gately at 
Red Lion Square in 1974 and of Blair Peach 


in Southall in 1979, neither of which 
resulted in any prosecutions of police. In 
the aftermath of the Southall events of 
1979, later described as a police riot against 
a peaceful anti-fascist protest, 342 people 
were tried at Barnet magistrates court on 
public order offences. Magistrates trying 
the cases spelled out their priority as 
defending public order, and in the name of 
that over 90 per cent of the defendants 
pleading not guilty were convicted, until 
lawyers involved in the cases publicly 
protested that justice was not being done. 


Guilty by formula 


Public order has been moved to the 
forefront of both government and policing 
priorities in the 1980s, which, in the wake 
of the urban uprisings at the beginning of 
the decade, have _ seen _ increasing 
militarisation of public order policing and 
the creation of new public order offences. 
When juries have been allowed to try public 
order cases — such as the riot charges 
against 12 black defendants after the 
disturbances in Bristol in 1980, or those 
against 59 miners in the wake of the 
Orgreave confrontation during the miners’ 
strike of 1984-85 — they have refused to 
convict a single defendant because of the 
contradictions, confusions and downright 
lies in the police evidence. But the most 
commonly used public order charges are 
threatening behaviour, disorderly conduct, 
obstruction of police and assault on police, 
none of which allows trial by jury. These 
are the very charges that allow the most 
scope for police fabrication of evidence. 
They need involve no lay witnesses; guilt is 
proved by the recitation by one or two 
police officers of a formula such as “the 
accused became agitated, shouting and 
swearing and waving his arms about” or “he 
began to lash out with his fists and feet”. 
The charge of disorderly conduct was 
drafted to deal with harassment, whether 
racial or of the old and weak, and requires 
proof that the victim suffered alarm or 
distress; it is routinely being used where the 
only ‘victim’ is a police officer. To see a 
burly officer testify that he was “alarmed 
and distressed” by a young person swearing 
at him is not funny when such evidence is 
unquestioningly accepted by magistrates. 

And magistrates continue to convict — 
black defendants, trade unionists, anti- 
fascists, anti-apartheid activists, students, 
anarchists — on evidence that juries laugh 
out of court. These defendants are beneath 
the law. They don’t form part of ‘the 
public’, either for Lord Denning or the 
magistrates who convict them to protect the 
police from their own misconduct. 
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- Amnesty reports on Britain’s 
political prisoners 


As the Tory establishment heaps its 
outrage on Amnesty International (AI) 
for having the temerity to question the 
SAS’s right to shoot to kill three IRA 
suspects in Gibraltar, AI’s other recent 
quarrel with the British state has got 
submerged. In February 1988 it 
published its first sustantial report 
about human rights violations in 
mainland Britain. It reported on the 
methods used to force confessions from 
those held (for a _ long time 
incommunicado) following the 
Broadwater Farm disturbances in 1985 
in which PC Blakelock was killed.* 


The United Kingdon has not been so 
pure that it has not come under Amnesty’s 
scrutiny before. Reports were compiled on 
army conduct in Aden in 1966, on torture in 
Northern Ireland in 1972 and 1977, on the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary’s shoot to kill 
policy in Armagh in 1982. And, according 
to its UK Research Department it has 
monitored other trials involving black 
defendants such as the Bradford 12, 
Newham 8, and other individual cases such 
as that of Trevor Monerville. But 
apparently the reports and allegations 


which it received over the Broadwater 
Farm trials were so numerous, the pattern 
that emerged so consistent, and the age of 
the youngsters involved in alleged beatings 
so worrying, that it decided to investigate 
the police interrogations in depth. 

Under Article 1(b) of its statute AI is 
mandated to look into the fairness and 
promptness of trials involving prisoners of 
conscience or political prisoners. In this 
case AI has decided that the events 
surrounding the Broadwater Farm 
disturbances took place in so_ highly 
charged a political atmosphere that those 
arrested can be regarded as_ political 
prisoners. What they have concluded may 
not come as a great surprise to anti-racists 
who monitor policing. But the fact that an 
internationally .respected and impartial 
organisation such as AI has been moved to 
state it, is important. 

Detained suspects, including juveniles, 
were denied access to lawyers and family 
during lengthy periods of _ police 
interrogation. Some were allegedly tricked 
by the police into signing documents 
waiving their rights and some claimed they 
had signed statements under duress, 
sometimes not even having been allowed to 
read them first. AI is worried by claims that 


suspects were threatened with serious 
charges such as murder in order to get them 
to admit to lesser charges. Lengthy 
detention, violence or arrest of family or 
friends were also threatened to gain 
admissions of guilt. AI asserts that doubt 
exists about the safety of convictions for the 
serious charges such as murder, riot or 
affray because contested admissions made 
without the presence of a lawyer formed 
the basis of the prosecution’s case. 

AI recommends that lawyers are not in 
future denied access to clients except in the 
most imperative circumstances; that a 
solicitor is always present during 
interrogation and that the government 
review the convictions in this case of 
serious offences because of the way in 
which the (contested) admissions were 
obtained. 

It is of course excellent news that an 
organisation such as AI is taking seriously 
the kinds of allegations that black 
individuals and groups have been making 
for some time. But didn’t we once have a 
National Council for Civil Liberties? 


*United Kingdom: Alleged Forced Admissions 
during Incommunicado Detention (AI Index: 
EUR 45/01/88). 


More than 70 activists from the Labour Party Black Sections visit the Church of the Ascension in March where Viraj Mendis has taken 
sanctuary. 
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Racial harassment widespread 
in Britain’s schools 


In January, a black school pupil hanged 
himself with his tie in his bedroom after 
been taunted about his colour by other 
pupils at his Merthyr Tydfil school. In 
September 1986, Ahmed Iqbal Ullah 
was stabbed to death in a Manchester 
school playground after defending 
other Asian pupils from racial abuse. In 
Leeds last year, an inquiry found that 
many black parents were planning to 
send their children to their countries of 
origin to be educated bacause of the 
extent of racial violence. In several 
areas, schools have had to escort black 
pupils home to protect them from racial 
attackers. Such is the face of 
‘multiracial education’ in many areas 
today. 


Now, a report from the government- 
funded Commission for Racial Equality has 
confirmed what many have known for some 
time: that racial violence and harassment 
are serious, widespread and _ persistent 
problems in schools throughout Britain and 
that heads, teachers and local education 
authorities are not taking the issue 
seriously enough. 


Racial insults, punching, 
maiming and murder 


The report, Learning in Terror, published 
in March, says that the incidents now 
occurring range from name-calling, racial 
insults and abuse to racial violence 
including punching, maiming and even 
murder. 

Some cases cited include: 

@ A nine-year-old child of a white Welsh 
mother and Jamaican father was harassed 
almost daily on his way to school by other 
children. The child and his mother were 
also harassed on the estate where they 
lived. Reports to the head teacher, the 
housing department and the police 
achieved nothing and the family were 
forced to leave town. 

@ At a primary school in the north-west, a 
black child was made to stand up and spell 
out the word ‘golliwog’ when he had 
refused to read it out in class because he 
found it offensive. 

@ In the Midlands, a nine-year-old Asian 
girl was afraid to go to school because of 
racial abuse and bullying by a white girl of 
the same age. The Asian girl’s mother was 
attacked by the white girl’s parents outside 
the school one afternoon when she had 
come to meet her daughter. 

Despite such cases, few local education 
authorities even have policy statements on 
tackling racial harassment in schools. Of 
108 local education authorities which 
replied to a CRE questionnaire, only 13 


Minar Ali — young victim of racist thugs in 
London’s East End. 


had clear statements and _ detailed 
guidelines. Twenty had made general 
policy commitments and 14 had draft 
statements or working parties looking at 
the issue. The rest, well over half, do not 
appear even to have considered the 
problem. 


An effective principled approach 


What is needed, the report says, is a 
redefinition of what it means to be 
professional. “An _ effective, principled 
approach to working in education implies 
allocating and using resources equitably for 
the benefit of all young people ... The 
professionals must make it their business to 
include the children of ethnic minorities 
fully in such provision, while understanding 
and resisting their marginalisation, 
exclusion or mistreatment”. 

Further evidence of widespread racist 


behaviour by school pupils and staff is 
revealed in the report of an inquiry set up in 
Manchester after the killing of an Asian 
pupil, Ahmed Iqbal Ullah, in September 
1986. The report was due to be published at 


“constant intimidation and 
threats to their lives” 


the end of March but Manchester City 
Council decided a few days before to delay 
publication for several weeks, ostensibly 
because of possible libel problems. 
According to a report in the Independent 
(30.3.88), the inquiry team had gathered 
evidence from pupils, teachers and parents 
in Manchester which showed that Asian 
pupils faced “constant intimidation and 
threats to their lives”. 


Learning in Terror: a survey of racial 
harassment in schools and colleges, CRE, 


Elliot House, 10/12 Allington Street, 
London SWI1E 5EH, 1988, £1.00. 


Blonde Aryans 
the brightest — 
college head 
claims 


“Blonde Aryans are the brightest”. This 
outrageous claim by the head of a private 
college is now the subject of an 


investigation by the Commission for 
Racial Equality. 

The author of these remarks, Carey 
Palmer, the head of the £1,200 a year 
Richmond Tutorial College, has been 


lashed by councillors and __ local 
educational experts. 

In particular, his assertion that black 
people are educationally inferior has 
come under heavy fire for being “racially 
inflammatory in effect, if not in 
intention’. 

Alison Cornish, the chairperson of 
Richmond Council’s Education 
Committee, denounced Palmer as 
“extraordinarily bigoted” and said she 
“deplored anyone who spoke in these 
terms”’. 

Because Palmer’s college is a private 
institution, the local education authority 
has no control over his actions and it will 
be left to the CRE to decide whether 
Palmer’s comments constitute “unlawful 
discrimination”. 
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Cart ivrnicn AGAINST 
ents & RACISM & FASCISM 


area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


RACIAL ATTACKS 


Thomas Lee 


The body of Thomas Lee, who died after a street 
attack in October last year, was finally buried in 
March. One man is charged with his murder and 
the police are still hunting for three other 
suspects. The long delays in getting Mr Lee’s body 
from police custody was criticised by local black 
welfare organisations for the distress and upset 
they had caused his widow. The police say this was 
in order to allow the body to be examined by 
defence lawyers in the event of other suspects 
being charged. (Hackney Gazette 18.3.88.) 


Pop star’s girlfriend attacked 


Status Quo guitarist Francis Rossi and his Indian- 
born girlfriend Paige Taylor were nearly run 
down by a woman motorist in Manchester. The 
woman then jumped out of the car and began 
abusing Paige, calling her a ‘nigger’ and a ‘black 
bitch’. It seems that the woman had a grudge 
against the Taylor family for a court case 
involving her father. (Sun 14.3.88.) 


Eviction for racist attacks? 


The Government may introduce a statutory code 
to curb racial attacks on council estates as part of 
the Housing Bill. The code, currently being 
discussed with the Commission for Racial 
Equality, would give local authorities 
responsibility for tackling racial harassment, a 
duty to monitor the ethnic composition of housing 
estates, and powers to evict those found guilty of 
racial harassment. (Times 5.4.88.) 


POLICE 


Apologies to Monerville 


Hackney police have apologised to the family of 
Trevor Monerville following his wrongful arrest 
on a suspected breach of his bail conditions. 
Trevor Monerville was held for two hours before 
police realised that his address for bail purposes 
had been changed. (Hackney Gazette 4.3.88.) 


Police to be sued for ‘assault’ 


Mohamad Hajiazim, a 37-year-old Iranian who 
alleges he lost a testicle following an assault by 
police, is to sue. Mr Hajiazim says he was 
assaulted following his arrest for illegal parking, 
for which he was fined £175. (Sun 8.3.88.) 


DISCRIMINATION 


Black families hit hardest by poll tax 


The Association of London Authorities argues 
that black families in the inner cities will be hit 
hardest by the poll tax. The effect will be to 
discourage them from registering for a vote and it 
will force councils to become ‘snoopers’ in order 
to collect the tax. (Guardian 8.3.88.) 


Church accused of ‘colour bar’ 


A report published by the British Council of 
Churches says black Anglican congregations are 
being forced to worship in council flats because 
the Church of England will not sell, lease or lend 
them redundant churches at prices they can 
afford. The report refers to “seriously unjust 
conditions”, including buiidings being put up for 
sale without giving tenants notice or the option to 
buy, and escalating rent-— in one case from 
£1,000 a year to £17,600. (Sunday Telegraph 
27.3.88.) 


Court bias against black youths 


In 1986 15 per cent of juvenile offenders were 
black compared with five per cent given custodial 
sentences overall. A report from the National 
Association for the Care and Resettlement of 
Offenders (NACRO) says that concern must exist 


KKK resurfaces 


The race-hate Ku Klux Klan is trying 
to crawl out of the woodwork again, 
this time in Scotland. 


Community relations leaders north of 
the Border have already voiced concern 
over the spread of KKK _ propaganda 
material and have alerted ethnic minority 
groups along with the police and 
councillors. 

Commenting, leading Scottish anti-racist 
and Strathclyde community _ relations 
officer Maggie Chetty said that she was “not 
surprised” to learn that the KKK was trying 
to establish itself in Scotland. 

Warning that the organisation, infamous 
for its practice of lynching black people in 
the USA’s Deep South, might be more 
successful than with its previous recruiting 
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efforts, Mrs Chetty said that Scotland was 
“a potential time-bomb for the incitement 
of racial hatred”. 

Representatives of the Asian community 
have also spoken out against the KKK, 
which exaggeratedly claims “hundreds of 
members in Scotland”. ; 

Dr Mohammed Kauser, chairman of 
Strathclyde’s United Moslem 
Organisation, has asked the police to take 
steps to stop any KKK activity. 

For the police, Chief Superintendent Ian 
MacPherson has promised action as soon as 
hard information is gathered. 

It is understood, however, that anti- 
racists have suggested that the law should 
take a closer look at the US Navy base in 
Holy Loch, where the racists claim they 
have ‘infiltrated’. 


about these figures because young black people 
face discrimination at other stages of the criminal 
justice system. (Grave crimes . . . grave doubts, 
available from NACRO, 169 Clapham Road, 
London SW9, £2.50). 


IMMIGRATION 


DNA-test man faces deportation 


A 26-year-old Indian man faces deportation 
despite genetic fingerprinting evidence which 
estimates that the chance of his not being related 
to his claimed parents are ‘infinitessimal’. Jagtar 
Singh has been fighting for 12 years to prove he is 
the son of a couple who live in Leicester. His 
appeal looks set to fail because he is now over the 
age for a renewed application to succeed. 
(Independent 26.3.88.) 


Sick father must wait to see son 


Mr Habib Ullah, whose son Ahmed was stabbed to 
death at Burnage High School in Manchester, is 
still waiting for a reunion with his 30-year-old son 
Lebu Miah, who lives in Bangladesh. Mr Ullah 
suffers from serious heart problems and is anxious 
for his son to see him — perhaps for the last time. 
The family have given every undertaking that 
Lebu will not overstay but it is more than four 
months since the Home Office promised to deal 
with his application ‘speedily’. (Manchester 
Evening News 22.3.88.) 


An excellent pamphlet produced by the 
British Council of Churches and presently 
being distributed in thousands, urges 
Christians to do something positive about 
racial attacks. 


